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Niagara River region fishing shines, once again

BY CAPT. FRANK CAMPBELL
Destination Niogara USA
Director of Outdoor Promotions

In the past few months, the
Niagara River region has played
host to two different nationally
broadcast fishing shows — Mark
Davis from “BigWater Adven-
tures” and Misty Wells from
“Let’s Take it Outside.” Both
were in town to sample what Ni-
agara County sportfishing is all
about.

Davis arrived in town on Labor
Day and was greeted by fabulous
Niagara Bar action for both king
salmon and brown trout while
trolling just outside the red can
area where the famed drop off is.
The ensuing days brought more
great weather and fishing action
to go along with it. Smallmouth
bass and walleye were both co-
operative participants eager to
show up for the camera.

When the dust settled, Davis
and I had fought and brought
to net six different species that
were going to keep the editor
very busy choosing what fish
battles made the cut. Davis is
a frequent visitor to our water-
ways, but this is the first time he
has ever filmed his show here.
As a matter of fact, he chose Ni-
agara County to film in freshwa-
ter for the first time after more
than 16 seasons of saltwater epi-
sodes. You can catch “BigWater
Adventures” with Mark Davis on
the Outdoor Channel and World
Fishing Network. The episode
filmed here in September will air
in the first quarter of 2024.

Misty Wells’ TV show, “Let’s
Take it Outside,” was another
great opportunity to showcase
all the fishing opportunities we
have to offer here in Niagara

County. The visit was scheduled
for the last week of October to
coincide with other fall opportu-
nities here in the region, such as
apple picking, fall foliage and Ni-
agara Gorge hikes. Once again,
the weather and fishing shined.
I'm not sure if Misty believed
me, but I did refer to the area
as the “Miami of the North,” as
temperatures soared to near-
record warmth throughout her
visit.

She did, however, believe that
the area is home to some of the
best freshwater fishing in the
world, as she reeled in five differ-
ent, first time species while film-
ing from the Devil’s Hole area of
the gorge out to the green can
area of the Niagara Bar. In that
five-species mix were brown
trout, lake trout, steelhead,
smallmouth bass and walleye.
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The episode of “Let’s Take it
Outside” that we produced will
air on the Discovery Channel in
the first quarter of 2024 with ad-
ditional showings on Fox Sports
later in the year. I can’t wait to
see the finished product for both
shows. You have to love it when
a plan comes together.

I was able to take a step back
the other day and look around at
what we are truly blessed with
here in Niagara County, in terms
of public access and outdoors op-
portunities. The Niagara Gorge
was at its most beautiful with the
colors of the leaves just popping
in the sunlight when I was watch-
ing several anglers enjoying a
quiet rest from casting spoons.
It took me back to the days of
hiking down into the gorge to
pursue salmon and trout in the
fall. There were, and still are, a
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Mark Davis of “BigWater Adventures”

and Misty Wells of “Let's Take It Out-

side” visited the Niagara River region this fall and experienced firsthand the
area’s spectacular sporffishing. (Submitted photos)

lot of opportunities to develop a
love of fishing in the area thanks
to a significant amount of public
shoreline access. From the Up-
per Niagara River to Olcott pier,
we are very lucky to be able to
have numerous access points.

If it’s been a while or you have
not been fishing yet, take a few
hours and go make a few casts.
On Nov. 11, New York will have a
“Free Fishing Day.” This means
no license is required for that
day. It is still necessary to fol-
low all rules and regulations for
whatever body of water you are
on. For this and all the other op-
portunities we are afforded here
in this great country, please
thank a veteran.

I hope to see you enjoying
the local outdoors. Every week,
I produce a fishing report (“Ni-
agara County Fishing Hotline”).
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You can access it online at www.
niagarafallsusa.com, or by sim-
ply calling 716-282-8992, ext. 4,
to hear what’s up in the world
of fishing. It is updated every
Wednesday. And don’t forget to
watch the “Outdoor Beat” on
Spectrum Cable’s Channel 1303.
You can also watch it Lockport

Cable TV at www.Ictv.net.
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STAFF SELECTED SING

E BARREL BOURBONS & RYE
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TED SINGLE BARREL BOURB

ONS & RYE STA

EVAN u VESICA ®  GILBEYS E SKREWBALL SMIRNOFF | ™  SVEDKA EVAN
WILLIAMS | |} Flavored Vodka N London Egg Nog 80° ' 80° Vodka WILLIAMS

Egy Nog Dry Gin Black Label

$899 750 $899 750 L ‘r $159 1.75] < -‘- $179 750 $1 89 1.75 $199 $269 1.75
CAPTAIN KRAKEN | ® DEWAR'S i KETEL ONE BLACKENED HIBIKI WILLETT
MORGAN | ™=  Black Spiced ’ak White Label Premium Vodka Whiskey —  Suntory Harmony Pot Stilled
Spiced Rum iy Rum . Scotch Whisky a ; $ 99 Bourbon
$289 175 4 b $29 1.75 ﬁ $339 1.75 e $399175 $409 750 85 750 $899 1.75
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OLD LINE H SAZERAC | = REDEMPTION WHISTLE PIG|1792 FULL PROOF @ HERRADURA| f MAESTRA DOBEL
Single Malt Cask Single Barrel @E& High Rye Single Barrel Piggy Back Rye Single Barrel . Double Barreled Diamonte Single
Finished Overproof Rum Rye Single Barrel @ Smgle Barrel Reposado | Barrel Tequila
- $349 750 $359 750 $3899 $499 750] Y 7 $549 750 'l $459 750 E;‘l $499 750
ROBERT ll PACIFIC RIM| WOODBRIDGE | gFRANCIS FORD MARK WEST [] WENTE CIGAR
MONDAVI Riesling +California Wines COPPOLA Pinot Noir MORNING FOG Zinfandel
I::r;\lliaft(:nsigl‘(’eﬁ;ig: % California Wines J Chardonnay
§ 9 750 @ $899 $999 1.5 $999 $16750 $999 750 $1 1 99 750 $1 29 750
RABBLE PASO RAEBURN LA CREMA J LOHR ATOZ , DECOY JUSTIN PASO
. ROBLES Pinot Noir MONTEREY SEVEN OAKS Pinot Noir Merlot ROBLES
%m; Red Blend | Pinot Noir Caberr;t9 $ 99 $ 9 Cabernst9
% $139 750 -:- s159 750 $1699750 $15 750 17 750 17 750 $20 750
LINDEMANS RENZO MASI MATUA CHLOE | CAVIT AMICONE RELAX
Australian Wines A Chianti / New Zealand H: Pinot Grigio i Pinot Gigio Rosso Riesling
PN \ " Sauvignon Blanc ‘ﬂ
99 | \d 99 9 | 99 99
$9 1.5 $9 750 ] $10 Lﬂi $10 750 s12 1.5 $1299750 $189915
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